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Participants! Brlgadlar Ganaral Orlando Agoatl* Conmandar-ln- 

Chtaf of the Air Force 

David D. NewBosrV Underaeeretary of Btata for ' 
Political Af fairs 
AnA»a«sa<3or Raul Cartro 
. Fernando Bohdon 

Piiitrlbtt1:ldn; 8, D, AfiA« 5/P» HA, PM, 0SD/X8A, JCS/NSC-Paato^ 

'StM Gndersecretary said that he Is here to Improve- 
: relations In a land where the thre^ military Sfrvlces are 
Important. As you. know. Nr. Newsom.said, there are problena 
In how Argentina Is seen from the United (States and these 
problemii create political clrcumatances frtilch ma^ It difficult - 
to -have cooperative relationships. I came here, Mr. ^lewsom 
contlhuedV because the President and the SecrsLtaries of State 
' and Defense aalcad me to. We recognise how difficult the 
struggle has been against terrorism, and that the Argentine - 
government has taken ateps. to liqprove the human rights situation 
In the country. We are here to see how the future looks so 
that we may know t^hether we will bf able to justify the sale 
of- military' training and spare parts. The Under secra tar y 
' noted that there Is a certain amount of opposition In the 
Congress to such sales because of human rlghta. He referred 
to the good talka with President Vldela and the Intarlor'' 
. o and Foreign Ministers. While there are many positive signs, 
Mr. NewBom went on, there is one question which bothers me,' 
. , and although I reallte it 4a iiot In your area. It is certainly . 

of Intarett to you because it affects the Air Force.. My ' . . . 
problem is. the continued uncertainty over the fate and 
ultimate releasee of large 'numbers of' persons detained under'' 
the state of omenisncy. I would appreciate your views on 
. ' how you- see the gradual, return to normalcy ,^ includln<i' the 

question of oxecutive detalneifn. • . . , ' 
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ir-x^Tttiau to rest:;!-? rsprcs^-tativ^s, seders 1 f^v:r;.i;?f/,:;cy , i?:.- 
was no*- r'-'SpoTifrivc: to tJic tindeirsQcr^rery' .'J 3i!;cc*ii- '.•iU«cfci'j.:'i3, 

Mr. Jfcdwsom ref<atred .^.o the ripciwific: £*ulj. aseuJitat Un of 
the Preaide.icy by Genr^ral Videla, vho v&aia bfj aiv-ina up M^^. ' 
, rol« as army commander. He asked .if ther<i m;r«i onv othev 7 
basic changes contemplated xn this conAe j^tioi- , For example, 
whether thcte might be a cban«« in the s fence of sie^yc ajid 
whether the military goyernment could operate without stafi 
of si&ge pOK6r3. 

Agosti responded that the three meEOsers of tiie jvinta 
would be stepping down shortly. The navy commander would 
probably retire around Gctober 1. Agosti, who said he is the 
most junior meisber of the junta, would retire by March 24, 
1979. He said there are no other major changes envisioned. 
• With respect to the state of siege. Aaosti said it cpuld 
be lifted without any effect on the junta's ability to rule. 
Ee did not, howevez'^ suggest that any lifting of the state 
of siege was being given any kind of consideration. 

The Undersecretary expressed his recognition . of the 
problem of peiidi.-ig military orders, and inquired whether there 
is any materiel which has a very high priority. 

Agosti answered that spare psrts are importarsh because 
Argentina's Air Force consists primarily of Aizierican aircraft 
and- if. spare parts are not available, new purchases will have 
to be made in Europe. 

• Antbassadcr Castro stated' his concern abo^:t the lack of a 
clear Idea of what is happening to the 1,200 detaiiu^os 

are not being brought to trial. The Ambassador, said this 
will be very hard to explain at home, unless there is a 
clear program for the release for trial of large numbers. 

Agosti replied. that ail prisoners would be judged, 
given the right of option or released, and that a committee 
is revle^fihg this problem on a case by case basis. 
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